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Summary: 

 
This report provides details of the decision taken under urgency procedures since 
your last meeting. 

 
Recommendation(s) 

 
Members are asked to note the report. 
 
 

Main Report 
 

1. On 23 March 2020, the Culture, Heritage and Libraries Committee was 
inquorate, pursuant to Standing Order 36(2), with a number of Members 
unable to attend physically in light of the public health implications arising 
from COVID-19.  
 

2. With the meeting dissolved, Members were subsequently given the 
opportunity to discuss reports on the agenda via video and teleconference, as 
well as via email, with a view to facilitate Member oversight and scrutiny to 
inform any requisite decisions being taken under urgency procedures 
following the meeting.  
 

3. In the absence of a formal meeting, and with the expectation that there would 
be no formal meeting in the coming period in view of the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis, the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair, 
agreed the following items: 

 
i. City Arts Initiative – Recommendations to the Culture, Heritage 

and Libraries Committee (report attached) 

• ratify the City Arts Initiative’s recommendations in relation to the 
following proposals, noting that the London Festival of 
Architecture has been postponed to August and would proceed 
subject to the quarantine being lifted: 
▪ London Festival of Architecture – Benches: approve 

subject to final consent from the Highways and City Gardens 
teams; 

▪ London Festival of Architecture – St Paul’s Plinth: 
approve subject to final consent from Planning and 
Engineering; 



▪ London Festival of Architecture – Power Walks: approve 
the shortlist subject to final consent from Planning and 
Highways and subject to the nominated CAI representative 
being consulted during the decision process; 

▪ Sculpture in the City: approve the new updated artworks in 
principle and subject to necessary permissions and licences 
from Highways and Planning, as well as consent from the 
Director of Communications; 

▪ Note the application for Three Quays Walk acknowledging 
that the CAI may only comment and not recommend, and that 
your Committee may not approve or decline applications for 
public art on private land. 

 
ii. Special Events on the Highway (report attached) 

• Agree to support the regular core events programme listed in 
paragraph 5 and detailed in Appendix 1 of the report, noting that 
the London Marathon has been postponed to October 2020; the 
London Landmarks Half Marathon has been postponed and 
officers are working with TfL and Westminster to confirm an 
alternate date. Postponed events will be rescheduled in line with 
government advice. 

• Agree to support the additional Cultural, Community & Transport 
Strategy events outlined in paragraphs 21-30, subject to the 
appropriate degree of due diligence regarding safety, licencing 
approval, traffic orders (where required) and impact on local 
stakeholders, noting that events may be postponed and will 
proceed in line with government advice in light of COVID-19. 
 

iii. Gateway 6: Middlesex Street Social Housing Library (report 
attached) 

• Agree to close the project 
 

iv. Gateway 6: New Fully Accessible Education and Community 
Engagement Centre at Tower Bridge 

• Approve the content of the outcome report and close the project; 

• Note the project was completed within budget but to a revised 
timeframe. 
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